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After reading the course descriptions, please select your top 6 

choices. Choice 1 is your TOP choice. DO NOT select the same 

Bulldog block class more than once. If your top choice fills up and 

you don’t have a 2nd through 6th choice, you will be placed into 

whatever class is available.



 
Basketball Skills and Drills 
Students will learn the appropriate skills for basketball from drills. 
 

Blending Science and Reading 
Do you love Science? Do you enjoy reading? Join our science based novel study… 
Our novel will explore the differences of life in the US verses the Congo, where humans die daily due 
to the unavailability of resources taken for granted here. Animals are often exploited as a means for 
people to get ahead, but someone must protect them! Join us to find out how far Sophie will go to 
protect the animals she loves. 
 

Brain Games 
Watch & play games that challenge how we think.  Each day we will watch an episode of Brain 
Games from NatGeo focused on how the brain functions and sees the world.  During each episode 
there will be tips and tricks on how we can test our own and other people’s brains. 
 

Chess or Checkers 
Good chess or checker strategy is playing each piece one time to its best square, developing them all 
in turn, and getting your chess/checker pieces off the starting squares. You want to get your pieces 
into the game rapidly, and posted where they can accomplish something - either aiding your attack or 
defense of the center. 
 

Coding with Sphero 
Students will learn various methods of coding using the Sphero app on Chromebooks via Google 
Classroom.  They will learn several methods of generating code then have fun controlling Sphero’s 
motions, lights and sounds to generate real world applications of code to control a device. 
 

Coloring for Calmness 
Color pictures from books or pictures printed from computer; some students draw their own picture 
and then color it. 

Computer Science Foundation 
Problem Solving and Computing is a highly interactive and collaborative introduction to the field of 
computer science, as framed within the broader pursuit of solving problems. You’ll practice using a 
problem-solving process to address a series of puzzles, challenges, and real-world scenarios. Next, 
you’ll learn how computers input, output, store, and process information to help humans solve 
problems. 
 

Crafting with Friends 
Do you have a hobby that you enjoy doing in your free time?  Wouldn’t it be great to be able to work 
on it during the day with friends?!  In “Crafting with Friends” we will work on a variety of thread, yarn, 
and paper crafts.  Bring your own, or pick up something new while you’re here. 
 

Cross Stitch and Beyond 
Would you like to create with your own hands a beautiful hand sewn gift? This course will show you 
how to cross stitch a design or picture that can be framed or made into a pillow. The design or picture 
will be on stamped fabric, so no counting spaces. If you have another project that you are working on 
and just need some time to finish it, this would be the time to do it. 
 



Draw Masters 
This is a pencil and paper drawing course where students will learn how to draw basic everyday 
objects. They will also learn and develop their understanding and knowledge of shading, perspective 
and three dimensional drawing techniques. 
 

DSB-TV (By invitation only) 
Students prepare to present live daily announcements each morning by writing scripts, planning 
segments, learning and practicing how to use the mixer, the computer, the camera, and the 
teleprompter, as well as updating the scripts with any announcement requests for additional school 
news and activities. 
 

Game Design 
Students will consider the evolution of board game concepts, design game themes, create new 
games, and test run other student games. 
 

Honors Orchestra (By invitation only) 
This Orchestra will be comprised of outstanding 7th & 8th grade strings students that have 
demonstrated exemplary practice habits and/or were selected for the All County Orchestra 
performance event. This orchestra will rehearse challenging music to be performed at future concert 
events this school year. 
 

Introduction to Journalism 
Students will learn how to think like a journalist and learn the fundamentals of reporting, interviewing 
and writing news and feature stories. They will also learn how to edit their writing for content and 
ways to ensure they maintain the highest ethical standards when reporting and writing stories. 
                      

Introduction to Weight Training (6th and 8th grade ONLY) 
The group will learn the basic principles of weight training to include proper lifting form, tempo, and 
rep ranges.  The group will follow the linear progression model to safely increase their athletic 
performance. 
 

Jazz Band (7th and 8th grade ONLY) 
The Dixon-Smith Middle School Jazz Band is open to all 7th and 8th grade band students, as well as 
others who read music and play bass, guitar, piano, or drums. The focus of this ensemble is 
performance in swing, rock, Latin, and other styles, as well as learning how to improvise and play 
solos. Jazz Band is scheduled to perform at the SCPS Fine Arts Festival held at Brooke Point High 
School on Saturday, March 28th at 12:30 PM. The next scheduled performance is at the DSMS 
Spring Concert. 
 

Logic Puzzles 
“You throw away the outside and cook the inside. Then you eat the outside and throw away the 
inside. What did you eat?” Interested in solving riddles, mindbenders, brainteasers and puzzles? 
Come work your brain trying to solve different types of logic puzzles.  
 

MAKE-ing Reading Fun 
This session will guide students as they learn about creating basic circuits, podcasting, or stop 
motion films all revolving around their favorite books.  Students should come to this session excited to 
share their absolute favorite book with the rest of the school through the projects they create. 
 



MAT DAWGS! 
The students will learn basic tumbling skills through a progression of activity.  They students will 
follow an aerobic routine. 

Math 24 Challenge 
Students will practice math facts in a fun, engaging way. Students will manipulate four numbers on a 
card by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or division to get the answer of 24. Informal 
competitions will be held each session. 
 

Movie Mania 
Students will watch and analyze select movies and discuss filmmaking techniques as well as delve 
into the behind-the-scenes movie magic. We will follow up each film with a hands-on and/or Drama 
Activity. 
 

Myth Building 
Myths and legends are critical components of culture.  Folklore and storytelling served the same 
purpose for the Greek, Roman, Native American and African peoples as it does in today’s cultures, 
from our nations and workplaces to our own family traditions.  This group will experience myth and 
legend from multiple sources and develop an understanding of what makes them unique and how 
they are alike.  Using what we learned, participants will try their own hand at folklore creation by 
telling the story of something familiar to them in a format of their choosing, such as a short story, 
screenplay or graphic novel. 
 

Painting Ceiling Tiles for Dixon-Smith 
Share your creative talents and skills to change our blank ceiling tiles into works of art. Students who 
enjoy drawing and painting will work together to design and paint original ceiling tiles to beautify our 
hallways.  
 

Project Hero 
Care packages are more than just a package. A message of care and support, even (or especially) 
from an unknown person can help someone through the hardest of times. This is an opportunity to 
show appreciation and give back to troops overseas that protect and serve us every day. We will 
work with local military contacts, businesses and community members to furnish care packages to 
those serving abroad. Decorated care packages will include a handwritten letter of appreciation and 
donated items that make a soldier’s life easier while serving away from home and loved ones. 
 

Smart Board and Coding 
Part 1: What’s So Smart About The Smart Board?  Students will explore the functionality of the Smart 
Notebook software on the desktop computers in the downstairs lab.  

Part 2: Coding. Mr. Tambs and Mr. Roberts will be co-teaching this part using curriculum from 
Code.org and Scratch.  

Students will become familiar with using presentation software.  These skills will be relevant as the 
hardware is ubiquitous in the Division and they will have the chance to use it going forward for 
projects, presentations, etc.  

Students will develop the basic concepts that underlie coding, including logic and sequential thinking. 
These skills will be relevant in a variety of ways in the world they are growing into, from automotive 
repair to industry to database and spreadsheet design to programming your smart refrigerator! 



Stock Market Game 
Teams of 3-4 students will participate in an online simulation of the Stock Market.  This is a regional 
competition where participants will compete against other DSMS teams, teams in Stafford County as 
well as teams in the region. 

Students will learn the basics of the Stock Market as well as terms such as ticker symbols, mutual 
funds, penny stocks, bull and bear market, buying on the margin, etc….in order to make decisions on 
buying and selling stocks.  This real time game will give students an opportunity to see the worth of 
solid research and teamwork and how it affects their success and profits. 

Study Hall 
Do you need extra time to complete assignments or study for upcoming quizzes? Then this is the 
place for you! 
 

The NBA Today! 
Students will watch highlights of the previous night's basketball games and debate and argue which 
teams and players had the best game. Students will choose the winner of each game during each 
class for that evening's games and learn how to build and design their own fantasy basketball team. 
Furthermore, students will investigate during class each week and report on a player from each 
decade of the NBA's history. 
 

Three on Three Basketball Round Robin Tournament 
Students will be placed on a team of 3 individuals.  Game play will take place and records kept for 
each game. 

Walk It Out! 
Students must dress appropriately for walking the track....tennis shoes, jackets, hats, gloves.  If it is 
too rainy, windy, or cold...we will exercise in the room.  We may form teams to see which can group 
can walk the most laps!! 
 

Yearbook Staff (By invitation only) 
Students will work collaboratively to design the DSMS yearbook. 

 


